BELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.                     185
wish you would do so then, sister; for it is your case that I am upon.
Sist. 1 have done it, I think: I see no room to object.
Eld. Sist. I can say no more, sister; you are resolved, I see, and must go on; but you will buy your experience at a terrible price ; and if, upon the trial, you should be mistaken, you will think of this discourse hereafter.
Sist. What would you have me do ?
Eld. Sist. Do! I would enter into a serious discourse of religious matters with him ; I would know how we were to live together, whether as heathens or as Christians ; I would find out his principles, if he has any, or find out that he has none : this is not catechising him, nor is there anything indecent in it. You are not ashamed to inquire into his estate, and make provision for yourself out of it by a good jointure ; and will you be ashamed to inquire after .that which is often thousand times the consequence? sure you can never go on hoodwinked at all hazards thus, in that part that is for the happiness of your life, soul and body ; besides, had you not our sister's example before you ?
Sist. Why, I tell you, it is clear to me that he is a man that has a sense of religion upon his mind ; I gave you an instance of it in his detestation of sir Robert and his practices: if my sister could have had but so much satisfaction as that, she would never have refused my brother.
Eld. Sist. You wrong my sister, I assure you; she did not come so far, indeed, because she came to a clear discovery that he had no religion at all, which was the first point; but I can assure you, if she had got over that point she would have inquired further: for 'tis a poor satisfaction that is founded upon negative religion only.